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Kyoto University COOP 
  

Welcome to Kyoto University 
Why Don’t You Become a Member 

of the Kyoto University COOP? 
 

 The Kyoto University COOP runs 8 shops inside Kyoto University to support all of 
Kyoto University students’ and employees’ life. 

 Students, professors and employees of Kyoto University may become members of 
the University COOP by handing in the application form and the required 
membership fee. 

 
How to Become a Member of the 
COOP 

Where to Apply for 
Membership 

◆Fill in all the necessary information on the 
application form, then hand in the 
membership fee to the respective counter. 

◆For foreign students, the membership fee 
is ¥4,000. 

◆The COOP Membership Card will be sent 
to the applicant’s address one month after 
the application date. 

◆When a member graduates or goes back to 
his/her country, the member can withdraw 
membership from the COOP and will 
receive the membership fee back. 

 
Main Campus COOP 

Headquarters 
Main Campus Clock Tower 

COOP Shop 
Yoshida South 
Campus 

Yoshida Shop 

North Campus Hokubu Shop 
West Campus Shop Renais 
South Campus Nambu Shop 
Uji Campus 
Katsura Campus 

Uji Shop 
Katsura B shop 
 

※Please refer to the map on Page 12 
 
When Using COOP Services the COOP Membership Card is 
Necessary 
◆You can settle an account with the COOP Membership Card, because it includes a 

union card and prepaid card. 
◆You can purchase books and stationery at a 10% discount and CDs and DVDs at a 
 15% discount. 
◆If you lose your Membership Card, a reapplication fee of ¥200 will be assessed. 
◆If you change your address please notify us immediately! 
 
Point service according to the amount of payment 
You receive 0.5 point per ￥100 used at cafeterias, or for buying food items at the shops. 
Points can be redeemed as a “Point Service Coupon” issued for every 100 points, where 
100 points = ￥100 coupon  
 



Points are added when settling an account in cash, prepaid cards, and TUO cards. 
“Point Service Coupons” can be used as cash vouchers  
The Point service is valid only in purchasing foods and drinks. 
“Point Service Coupons” must be used before their expiration date. 
 
How To Use 
1. Add money to the card 
Money Adding Machines are at Cafeteria Renais, Chuo Cafeteria, Yoshida Cafeteria. 
Adding money at a POS register is available in all shops. 
2. Handle the card 
You handle the card similarly to a prepaid card; just insert it into the card reader 
installed in front of the register at each shop. 
3. Check the balance 
You can check the balance of prepaid money and points with the receipt issued at each 
settlement at a POS register. 
The balance of prepaid money can be checked on the displays of money adding 
machines. 
4. When broken 
When the chip of the card is broken, please tell a clerk at the shops or the COOP Head 
Office, and we will lend you a “temporary card” until a legitimate card is issued.  
 
Reminder! 

Please don’t confuse the Kyoto University COOP with the other COOPs located in 
Kyoto called the Kyoto COOP.  To use Kyoto COOP facilities, you have to apply for a 

different membership card at those COOP shops.



Why Not Join the Student Health or Property Insurance 
Plans? 

 
During a student’s life, many unforeseeable incidents happen. If you join the Student 
Health or Property Insurance Plans, you will be more prepared when something occurs. 
You can join at any time, with an inexpensive installment fee, with a full guarantee. 
 
The Student Health Insurance Plan 
◆ The Health Insurance Plan can help enrolled students when they are ill, are involved 
in an accident, or are injured. 
◆ More Information 

1. The installation fee is inexpensive, and you receive a full guarantee 
2. We will even provide provisions for small injuries or single-day 

hospitalizations 
3. The provision application can be easily completed within school 
4. We guarantee 24-hour care, inside or outside of Japan 
5. In the unfortunate case of death, we guarantee payment of ￥100,000 per 

month until the month in which the student would have graduated 
6. We guarantee aid in the case of a fire, water leak, or burglary, and provide safe 

housing in the case of fire or burglary 
 

The Student Property Insurance Plan 
◆ In the case of having to compensate someone else for their property, you are insured 
for up to one accident, for up to one hundred million yen. 
 
How to Apply For Either Plan 
◆ Only Coop members can enroll 
◆ Read the enclosed document “2009 Guide to the Student Insurance Plan” (as shown 
in the photo below) carefully before applying. 
◆ We recommend enrolling for the Insurance Plan at the same time as applying for 
Coop membership. However, you can also apply after becoming a Coop member. 
◆ For more detailed information, we recommend visiting the Coop Center. 
 
Please see the enclosed “2009 Guide to the Student Insurance Plan” for more detailed 
information on the Student Health and Property Insurance Plans 



 
The Student COOP Credit (Tuo) Card 

 
The Tuo Card may be used whenever making purchases at any of the COOP shops and 
cafeterias run at Kyoto University.  
The card doubles as a Seikyo COOP membership Card and a credit card. 
 
No Yearly Fees! 
The Tuo Card requires no initial processing or yearly fees, when it is registered at Kyoto 
University. 
 
It's Easy To Use! 
The card is simply scanned at the register when you make a purchase. Purchases under 
￥3,000 do not even require the signature of the card holder. For purchases over 
￥3,000, all that is required is your signature on the receipt of purchases. 
 
Use Outside COOP-run ventures! 
The card is also accepted at other shops which accept VISA cards. It can even be used 
overseas! (which does not require extra processing fees!). 
 
How to apply 
Application forms are available, and can be processed at any of the student COOP shops. 
Postal applications are also possible, and take approximately 1 month to process. 
 
IF YOU LOSE YOUR CARD: call- 

VISA  0120-919-456 (24 hours service) 
 

Reimbursement for credit card abuse is guaranteed for up to 60 days prior to the report 
of loss or theft.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



“Room” – Living Advice 
 
Foreign Student Dormitories 
There are a number of student dorms in Kyoto.  However, the number of rooms is 
limited and there is an application deadline, so not everyone will be able to get a room.  
Call for more information. 
Name Address Phone Number 
Kyoto Int’l. Students House 
Foundation 

10 Shogoin-Higashihonmachi, 
Sakyo-ku, Kyoto-shi 

075-771-3648 

Kyoto Inst. of Tech. Marikoji – 
Kaikan 

Yoshida-Izumidono-cho, Sakyo-
ku, Kyoto-shi 

075-761-8764 

Kyoto City Housing Supply 
Bureau Mukaijima Student 
Center 

104-1 Takaba-cho, Mukaijima, 
Fushimi-ku, Kyoto-shi 

075-612-8181 

Kyoto Univ. Shugakuin Int’l. 
House 

1 Yamabana-Ichoda, Sakyo-ku, 
Kyoto-shi 

075-712-9300 

Kyoto Univ. Uji Int’l. House Gokasho, Kanyuchi, Uji-shi 0774-31-7001 
The Int’l. Students House, Kyoto Misasagi-Ikezutsumi-cho, 

Yamashina-ku, Kyoto-shi 
075-591-4681 

 
“Room” Introduction Service for Foreign Students 
Rooms aside from dormitories are available and information can be found at the 
following locations: 

1. “Lodging” Recommendation Corner at Renais in the Western Hall of Kyoto University COOP.  
Phone Number: 075-771-0823 

2. Kyoto University Foreign Students Center 
3. Local real estate agents 

 
About the Guarantor System When Looking for a “Room” 
When you rent through COOP or a real estate agent, you are usually required to provide 
a guarantor.  A professor is usually better as a guarantor than your host family.  
Inquiries can be made at your faculty office.  Take your guarantor to the COOP or the 
real estate agent.  It is also a good idea to bring a Japanese person along with you if you 
don’t feel comfortable enough with your Japanese.  Please do not become upset if the 
real estate agent is rude to you.  Unfortunately, this may happen. 
 
“Lodging” Rules and Regulations – Pay Attention to the Following! 
1. Lodging Conditions 

a. Make sure you understand and abide by the terms and conditions of the housing contract! 
i. Period of the contract 

ii. Rooms for single men, women or families, etc. 
2. Expenses 

a. In Japan, besides the actual rent, it is sometimes necessary to pay several other fees 
including key money, a deposit, guarantee fee, recommendation fee and so on. 

b. Room pricing will obviously differ based on room size. For example: 
i. Single room (shared kitchen, bathroom): Approx. 25,000 – 30,000 yen/month 

ii. Single room (one-room apartment): Approx. 55,000 – 65,000 yen/month 
3. Other Relevant Information – Make sure to note: 

a. How to use and pay for the electricity, gas and water. 
b. How/When to throw away your garbage. 
Make sure you are not excessively noisy and do not disturb the neighbors.



“Living” – Furniture/Bicycles/Internet 
 
Places to Acquire “Living” Necessities 
◆If you want to buy furniture or electrical appliances, come to the south of Renais in 

the Western Hall of Kyoto University COOP. 
◆Daily necessities are available in every shop at the Kyoto University COOP. 
※Please refer to the map on Page 20 
 

Recycle Shop at the South of Renais 
Place: The South of Renais in the Western Hall of Kyoto University COOP. 

Second-hand electrical appliances, furniture, etc. can be exchanged here. 
 
www.gaijinpot.com 「外人ポット」&  www.kfm.to「Kansai Flea Market」 
If you need cheap household items and electrical appliances for just a year or two, 
recycling shops are the place to go for a bargain. For further information, we 
recommend looking at the two websites above and visiting your local international 
exchange center. Although you may have to cover postage charges, using this sort of 
service you are able to save on costs by cutting out the middleman.  
 
 
It is Convenient to Cycle around Kyoto University 
◆Bicycles are very useful for commuting to and around Kyoto University. 
◆You can purchase both new and recycled bicycles at the building south of Renais in 

the Western Hall of the Kyoto University COOP.  There is also a repair corner 
available. Used bicycles cost from 5,000 yen. 

◆ Don’t forget to register your bicycle against theft. 
 
Procedures for Internet Registration 
 
There are two main ways to use the internet: 1) Broadband internet at home, or 2) 
Wireless internet. For both ways, please use the services at Shop Renais’s PC Center. 
 
1. Broadband Internet Service at Home 
◆ Please visit the “Internet Advice Counter” At Shop Renais’s PC Center. Experienced 
staff will help you with your internet questions. This service is only available for a 
limited time, so please make use of it while it is available! 
 
Renais Internet Advice Counter 
Monday, March 16 2009 – Saturday, April 18 2009 
Location: Inside the Shop Renais PC Center 
 
◆ It will take time after applying for you to be able to use the internet (approximately 
three weeks), so please apply as soon as possible. 
◆ It requires a monthly fee of approximately 4,500 – 6,500 yen. 



◆ Even after the “Internet Advice Counter” is no longer running, you can still apply for 
internet. 
 
2. Wireless Internet 
◆ We utilize a “b-mobile3G 55-hour package” (Japanese internet company). 
◆ You can use high-speed internet at your home or outside of campus using its PC-
USB interface. 
◆ All you have to do is buy the package! Once you buy it, you can immediately use the 
internet. 
◆ You can then freely use these 55 online hours within the span of 120 days. 
◆ Once you have used all 55 hours, you can purchase a new license to extend your time 
◆ If you have any connection difficulties, there is telephone support available. 
◆There are also products available for longer periods of time, such as 150 hours. For 
more information, please visit the Shop Renais PC Center. 
 
b-mobile3G 55-hour Package (must be used within 120 days) 
Special price for Coop members: 19,800 yen (tax included, discount lasts until the end 
of May) 
 
 



Studying and Researching at Kyoto University 
 
Your Approach to Studying is Most Important! 
Because Kyoto University strongly supports free academic study, you can only count on 
yourself when it comes to studying. This lets you freely choose and express your 
interests. Take the things you are interested in and use them to create a good research 
environment. 
 
The Libraries at Kyoto University 
The favorite place for most Kyoto University students to study is the library. There is 
the main library on central campus, but also over 60 other smaller libraries around 
campus. 
Below is the information for usage of the main central library. Please refer to individual 
libraries for more information. 
 
1. Open Hours  Monday – Friday  9:00 – 22:00 
   Weekends and Holidays 10:00 – 17:00 
 
2. Borrowing  Undergraduate  Open Access  5 Books, 2 Weeks 
      Archived Materials 5 Books, 2 Weeks 
   Graduate Student Open Access  5 Books, 2 Weeks 
      Archived Materials 10 Books, 1 Month 
 
3. Returns  Refer to the Borrowing Counter at the specific library 
 
The Student Media Center 
◆ Within each department, the head library, and the student media center, Kyoto 
University students and faculty can freely use the computer facilities. 
◆ Before using these facilities, you first must register. At each department, there is a 
bulletin board notice with detailed instructions on how to register.  
◆ Once you have registered, you will receive individual log-in information. You can 
use this to freely use the internet, e-mail, and general computer services. 
◆ You can also use this log-in information to access your e-mail at home. 
 
The COOP Book Center at Renais 
We sell textbooks, reference books, and dictionaries useful to foreign students. 
There are also many other books that will help you enjoy Japanese life. There is also a 
foreign books corner. 
If you are a COOP member, you receive a 10% discount on books (excluding foreign 
books), and a 15% discount on CDs and DVDs. We can also order books if they are not 
available at the store. 
Students located at the Uji or Katsura campuses can also purchase books through the 
COOP online store (http://mall.seikyou.ne.jp/s-coop/) 
 



Other Useful Information 
◆ We also sell guides for the Japanese Language Proficiency Test 
◆ There are many good deals exclusive to COOP members for electronic dictionaries, 
offering prices often better than normal electronic stores. 



 
 

Internet Shopping Through the COOP 
 
http://mall.seikyou.ne.jp/s-coop/ 
 
◆Japanese books are 10% OFF in the same way with COOP shops. 
◆There are publisher's special discounts such as 15% OFF, 20% OFF. 
◆You can check the stock status at Renais through the Internet. 
◆You can receive it at COOP shops on each campus including Uji and Katsura campus. 
◆COOP accepts delivery to laboratories, when buying at public expense or by reading 

circles. 
◆Cash, TUO Card, public expense, reading circles are all available for payment. 
◆CDs are also 15% OFF in the same way with the shops. 
◆COOP also handles the PC supply. Please feel free to ask for an estimate. 
 
Foreign Books through the COOP!! 
Internet shopping for foreign books: 
https://mall.seikyou.ne.jp/shop/ 
 
COOP’s online shopping database and fee structure is different from that of Amazon’s. 
Many products you can’t find on Amazon can be found on the COOP site. Also when 
you are looking for price rather than arrival speed, we recommend COOP online 
shopping. 
 
Used Book Resources 
If you look carefully into used books, you can often find the books you want for much 
cheaper. Make sure you check a book’s condition (how dirty is it, how marked is it, is it 
missing any pages) before purchasing. Also, depending on the store, the prices can be 
different, so it is important to compare amongst stores. Below is a list of some used 
book stores near Kyoto University’s campus. 
There is also a bulletin on the 2nd floor of the Hokubu Cafeteria that describes used book 
stores in the area. 
 
1. Fukudaya Bookstore 
 Holidays : No regular holidays 
 Open Hours: 10:00 – 19:00 
 Concentration: Humanities, Social Sciences, Dictionaries, Maps 
 
2. Yoshioka Bookstore (Main branch) 
 Holidays : None 
 Open Hours: Monday – Saturday: 10:00 – 18:30 
   Sunday and Holidays: 12:30 – 18:30 
 Concentration: Humanities, Social Sciences, Dictionaries 
 



3. Yoshioka Bookstore (Sub-branch) 
 Holidays : None 
 Open Hours:  Monday – Saturday: 10:00 – 18:30 
   Sunday and Holidays: 12:30 – 18:30 
 Concentration: Humanities, Social Sciences, Dictionaries 
 
4. Inoue Bookstore 
 Holidays : Sundays 
 Open Hours: 10:00 – 19:00 
 Concentration: Humanities, Social Sciences, Science, Dictionaries  
 
5. Makimura Bookstore 
 Holidays : No regular holidays 
 Open Hours: 10:00 – 18:00 
 Concentration: Humanities, Social Sciences, Science, Dictionaries, Foreign  

Books, Art 
 

6. BOOKOFF (Inside the Kyoto Sanjo Station Building) 
 Holidays : None 
 Open Hours: 10:00 – 23:00 
 Concentration: Everything  

 



 
 
Eating Advice 

 
You can safely eat foods at COOP cafeterias! 
◆All ingredients are safe with no unnecessary additives. 
◆You can choose dishes to make your own menu. 
◆The nutritional content is shown with the meal samples and on the receipts.  This can 

guide you to a balanced diet. 
 
English Menu Card 
◆Menu cards explain the food in English.  Please place your order at the counter. 
◆Please feel free to approach the cafeteria staff if you have any doubts. 
◆Pay at the cashier after you have received your orders. 
◆Please remember to bring the IC prepaid Card of your COOP Member Card when 

eating at cafeterias. 
 
The Animal Symbols on the Price Cards 
  Pictures of animals on the price cards show what sorts of meat are used in each food 

item. 
 
Halal Menu (Camphora, Central Campus Cafeteria) 
 Camphora and the central campus cafeteria offer menus using halal chicken for Islamic 
students. The chicken has received halal certification, and the cooking utensils and 
seasonings also follow halal specifications. 
 
※ You can also buy bread, beverages, sweets, bentos, sandwiches and other groceries 

at COOP stores.  
※ For information on each store’s open hours, please refer to page ***. 



 Finding a Job 
 
 As a foreign student, before finding a job you must first get a foreigner work permit 
(you can apply for a work permit at Kyoto University, or at an immigration office. For 
more information, please refer to your school’s guidebook or the office at your 
department). You also must ascertain that your job will: 

1. Pose no obstacle to your course of study 
2. Not be related to the sex industry in any way 

 It is important that you obey these two rules. There is also a limit to how many hours 
you can work. 
 Many foreigners take on custodial jobs and menial labor, but for students who wish to 
improve their Japanese while working, we recommend jobs that promote more active 
interaction with native Japanese speakers. 
 For example, if you work at a food shop, then you will have to take orders and speak 
with customers. You’ll notice that the Japanese you learned at school and actual 
conversational Japanese can differ sometimes. There may be some times where you will 
make mistakes, but these also serve as valuable learning experiences. We strongly 
recommend a job where you can hold conversations with Japanese people. 
 
How to Find a Job 
 1. The Coop Bulletin Board 
 There is a job offers bulletin board in the first basement floor of the Clock 
Tower building. When you are looking for a job, we recommend this as the first place to 
go. You can also access it online at http://www.s-coop.net/arbeit 
 
2. Job Classifieds Magazine 
 Many nearby convenience stores provide free job searching magazines such as 
“Townwork”. You can search for jobs by district, so you should be able to find a job 
close to your home. 
 
3. The Internet 
 Searching the term “アルバイト” (part-time job) will get you many results, but 
there are several unsafe jobs that may also appear. Please search for jobs with care when 
using the internet. 
 
 The International Students Committee has some spaces for jobs as language 
chairpersons and lecturers, so please also visit our site during your search for a job. 



 
 

Cultural Exchange 
 
Kyoto University Cultural Exchange Promotion Organization 
 This is an organization (also known as the “Cultural Exchange Headquarters”) 
dedicated to decision-making related to the facilities used in Kyoto University’s many 
cultural exchange activities. This organization designs and plans diverse directives for 
the promotion of international exchange. 
 It provides support for foreign students and researchers seeking help with their 
Japanese, as well as support for Japanese students studying abroad. For more 
information or for assistance, please contact our offices. We are open every week from 
Monday through Friday, from 9:00 – 12:00, and 13:00 – 17:00. The office is located on 
the west side of the 1st floor of the Kyoto University Main Campus Cultural Exchange 
Center (red brick building). 
 
The Foreign Students Lounge Kizuna 
  Kizuna is a lounge dedicated to allowing foreign students and Japanese students 
to meet and interact. 
 It is located in Yoshida Campus (on the main campus) in the southwest, to the 
west of the Cultural Exchange Center (as seen on the map to the right). Among its 
facilities are a library, audio room, and gathering space, where cultural exchange events 
happen every month. Please come visit and see how fun it can be! 
 
For more information, please visit the Kizuna website! 
(URL: http://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/ja/education/international/facilities/kizuna/) 



Other Useful Information 
 
About The Train System 
 Many people use Kyoto’s train system to get around the city. However, 
sometimes it is difficult to understand how to buy tickets or which train to ride. Here is 
some information that will help guide you with getting around Kyoto. 
 
The Different Types of Trains 
 In order of least number of stops, the types of train are the Limited Rapid 
Express < Rapid Express < Semi-Express < Local. There are also other trains, but this is 
the general order. The fewer the stops, the faster you can reach your destination. 
 The subway and monorail only have one type of train. 
 
Useful Website: Ekitan (http://transit.ekitan.com/) 
 Just input your place of departure and destination, and it gives you information 
on the estimated travel time, ticket prices, and the best way to transfer trains. You can 
also input your desired departure or arrival times. 
 
Surutto Kansai Tickets 
 “Surutto Kansai” are 1,000 yen prepaid tickets. You can buy them at ticket 
counters by pressing the “K-card” button. These allow you to ride the trains without 
knowing the exact ticket prices. 
 
Note 1: If your prepaid card balance is too low, when you wish to leave a station, you 
will first have to add the remaining amount at one of the machines by the gate. Once the 
proper amount is on your ticket, then you can exit through the gate. 
 
Note 2: You cannot use the Surutto Kansai on JR trains. 
 
Going to the Movies: Nijo TOHO Cinemas 
 TOHO Cinemas is a very well-known cinema company that has been spreading 
throughout Japan. When a new film is out, TOHO is usually the first to screen it. It is 
also known for its high-quality video and audio. 
 
The TOHO Cinemas Nijo Home Page: http://www.tohotheater.jp/theater/nijo 
 
Using the Student Discount 
 When you buy a ticket, if you show your student ID and your foreigner 
registration card, then you can get a “Foreign Students Discount,” where you can see a 
movie for only 1,000 yen. Also, if you make a members card, then for every 6 movies, 
you get one free movie ticket. Highly recommended for all the movie fans out there! 
 



 
Useful Websites 
 
 
www.kcif.or.jp Kyoto City International Foundation  
 There is plenty of information on cultural exchange events, and engaging in 
business with other members. There are also resources on living in Kyoto, and a guide 
to the Kyoto City International Building’s facilities. There is a message board for also 
meeting new friends in the area. The site has five languages to choose from: Japanese, 
English, Chinese, Hangul, and Spanish. 
 
www.kpic.or.jp Kyoto Prefectural International Center 
 There is information on Kyoto prefecture cultural activities and language 
learning opportunities. There is a Living Guide aimed at foreigners, a FAQ on cultural 
learning, and information on organizations in the prefecture aimed at cultural exchange. 
We also recommend looking at the site’s “World Recipe Classroom,” (only in Japanese) 
a corner dedicated to collecting recipes from around the world. The site has six 
languages to choose from: Japanese, Chinese, Spanish, Hangul, Portuguese, and English. 
 
www.tabunka-kyoto.org  Kyoto Multicultural Center (NPO) 
 This NPO does work with translation and interpretation, and it is most well 
known for its medical translation system model. Since 2005, it has been concentrating 
on its “Multicultural Youth Project,” it has been holding its “Yunikaru Festival” every 
year. To see its plans in more detail, and to learn more about other cultures, please 
check its website. 
 
www.kakaku.com (価格.com) 
 From electronic products to travel reservations, this site helps collect and 
compare pricing information and product information from a variety of resources, to 
help you make the best purchasing decisions. (Guide page: 
http://www.kakaku.com/help/guide.htm) 
 
www.kansaibunka.com (関西文化.com) 
 This website provides information and a search engine on the museums, 
botanical gardens, etc, of the nine prefectures of the Kansai Area. There is also 
information on the annual “Kansai Cultural Day”. Please visit this site to learn all about 
Kansai Area culture! 
 
www.jasso.go.jp  Japan Students Support Group JASSO 
 This site contains useful information on scholarships and living support, 
especially for foreign students. There is also an e-newsletter for students who have 
studied abroad in Japan before. You can register for or view the newsletter here: 
 http://www.jasso.go.jp/exchange/magazine_e.html (English) 
 http://www.jasso.go.jp/echange/magazine.html (Japanese) 
 
www.whynotjapan.com  Why Not!? JAPAN 



 A community site created for foreigners and Japanese people in the Kansai Area 
interested in cultural exchange. It includes plenty of resources, including cultural events, 
friend searches, shop information and coupons. The site can be viewed in English or 
Japanese. 



Shop Renais 
 At the Coop’s Shop Renais, you can buy tickets or get advice from a travel agency (for 
tour reservations, etc). There are many special discounts for COOP members, so we 
recommend this as your first stop when planning an outing. 
 
The Renais Travel Center 
 Here you can buy inexpensive plane tickets for flights to countries all around the world, 
including to Asia, Europe, and America. There are also deals on international ferry rides 
to Korea and China. We recommend visiting the travel center when planning your trip 
back home! 
 
About Discount Ticket Shops 
 “Kinken shops” (金券), or discount ticket shops, sell a variety of items at inexpensive 
prices: stamps, telephone cards, product tickets, train tickets, plane tickets, and transit 
tickets.  
 Here are some examples of kinken shops in Kyoto. 
 
1. Qanat Rakuhoku （カナート洛北店） 
 36 Nishikai-machi, Takano, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto-shi 
 Tel: 075-707-0700 
 http://www.qanat-rakuhoku.com/about/ 
 
2. An (アン) 

170 Higashibashizume-machi, Higashi-iru, Horikawa, Shimodachi uri-dori, 
Kamigyo-ku, Kyoto-shi, Kyoto-fu 
Tel: 075-451-3180 
www.kyoto-town.com/mypage/yt074712 

 
Other: Toukai (トーカイ) 
 There are many of these stores, such as around Kyoto Station (in front of Kyoto Station, 
and inside Kyoto Tower), or the Sanjo/Shijo area (Sanjo-Kawaramachi store, Shijo-
Kawaramachi store, Shijo-Karasuma store, Shijo-Omiya store). For more information, 
please visit their home page. (http://kinken.homepage.jp/index.htm) 



 
  
 Kyoto University Coop Foreign Students Committee 

 
Introduction 

Foreign students usually have exciting, educational, and mind-opening 
experiences in Japan, but they can also face such obstacles as misunderstanding, 
culture shock, loneliness and sometimes even discrimination. 

The Kyoto University Coop Foreign Students Committee is a group that strives 
to make life and study here more fun, fulfilling, and smooth.  We also try to promote 
exchange and understanding between foreign students and their Japanese counterparts.  
We are always open to new ideas and new members.  If you want to get involved or 
need help or advice, get in touch! 
 
Examples of Last Year’s Activities: 
◆Welcome Party for New Foreign Students 

Along with the Winter Dance Party, our parties are a great chance to get in contact with other people 
from different fields of study and nationalities.  Here you will find a relaxed atmosphere and the 
chance to broaden your horizon and get to know the manners and habits of other cultures.  Foreign 
students sometimes find it hard to get good chances to make Japanese friends; here is your chance! 
 

◆Charity Fund Raising 
Working for world peace and mutual understanding is a major goal of the Foreign Students 
Committee.  In our world where war and terrorism still claim many victims, those more fortunate 
should support those living in less fortunate circumstances.  The Foreign Students Committee sets up 
donation boxes to support organizations like the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent giving aid to refugees and other victims of violence. 

 
◆Camping Trip 

As a great bonding experience amongst members, the Committee makes an overnight trip to 
Aminohashidate, one of Japan’s most famous scenic views, in June. 

 
◆Autumn Leaves Tour 

Japanese and foreign students traveled together to Arashiyama in Kyoto to view its autumn leaves – a 
very popular fall-time activity that Kyoto is famous for. This event served as a great launching point 
for many friendships amongst Japanese and foreign members. 

 
 
Of course these are only some examples of our activities.  Have a look at what we are 
planning for this year, join in and have a great time!  New ideas and people who want to 
be involved more actively in international exchange and cooperation are always 
welcome! 
 
Other Planned Activities for This Year: 
◆April: Cherry blossom viewing 
◆April: Spring Welcome Party for New Foreign Students 
◆May: Barbecue at Kamogawa riverside 
◆June: Sports Festival 
◆October: Fall Welcome Party for New Foreign Students 
◆November: Autumn leaves viewing (or joining the November School Festival) 



◆December: Winter Dance Party 
◆… And more! 
 
Homepage 
http://fsc1996.blogspot.com/ 
E-mail 
Fsc1996@gmail.com 


